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 Course Title: 

 

Grade 9 Social Studies 
 

Head of Department: Stephen Da Costa 
 

Teacher(s) + e-mail: Fatih Yilmaz   fatih.y @greenwood.sch.ae 
 

 Cycle/Division: High School 
 

Grade Level: 9 
 

Credit Unit: 
 

1 

Duration: 
 

1 Year (5 periods/week) 

Course Prerequisites:  
 

HOLT MCDOUGAL WORLD HISTORY 
MY VISION- CHALLENGES IN THE RACE FOR EXCELLENCE 

 

Department’s 
Vision: 

 
 To develop skilled, knowledgeable and concerned citizens of the 

community, nation and world in a technologically advancing, 
global society.  

 

Department’s 
Mission: 

 Creating a dynamic student centered learning environment that 
engages students and fosters social understanding and civic 
awareness in today’s multicultural, national, and global societies to 
create global citizens of the world. 

 

 

 
The High School Social Studies “World History” course uses the Common Core State Standards for History that 
have been aligned with Michigan State Standards. In addition, the Ministry of Education UAE Social Studies 
Curriculum3 has also been incorporated in Grade 9. The World History Classes of Greenwood International 
School teach students to value the universal, while respecting the perspectives of different cultures in our 
society. In addition, the course also focuses on UAE history and culture.  Students will be studying people in 
relation to their past, their environment and their society, various wars and battles, and how these events 
altered the geography of the world, and an in depth analysis of ancient civilizations.  Students will be doing a 
lot of reading, thinking, and problem-solving which will center on different types of texts or materials. 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

mailto:rukhsana@greenwood.sch.ae
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 The goal of the UAE Social Studies Curriculum3 is for students will contribute, as responsible citizens and 
residents of the UAE, to the building of a cohesive society that is inclusive of all, while preserving the UAE 
culture, heritage and traditions. 

 As students learn more about history, they will begin to ask questions and investigate 
cultural heritages and to understand the importance of geographical and historical 
influences upon the social systems. Students will be analyzing the following: 

  Written Sources 
  Movies/videos 
  Maps 
  Art 
  Different Graphics 

 
 Themes of the Course 
 events of lasting significance 
 structures of government: how and why they were established and shaped by their origins 
 leaders and leadership 
 movements organized by ordinary people to create social changes 
 different groups' experience of the same situation 
 ways that historians discover, interpret, and appreciate the past 
 Historical and Geographical knowledge and perspectives 
 Historical and Geographical analysis and interpretations 

 

GENERAL COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 
 Investigate global patterns and developments over time while connecting more local 

patterns to larger interregional and global patterns.  
  Employ different analytical schemes, including global, regional, national and local to 

understand developments over time.  
  Compare within and among regions and societies, and across time.  
  Develop an understanding of the historical and geographic context of human 

commonalities and differences, particularly in considering claims of universal standards or 
of cultural diversity. In their studies students will focus on five large historical and 
geographic patterns  

  The causes, consequences, and patterns of changes in human governance systems and 
changes over time. 

  The causes, consequences, and patterns of interactions among societies and regions, 
including trade, war, diplomacy, and international institutions. 

 The impact of demographic, technological, environmental, and economic changes on 
people, their culture, and their environment. 

  Causes, consequences, and patterns of cultural, intellectual, religious and social changes.  
  The relationship between the environment and developments in population, settlement, 

economy, and politics. 
  Acquire Strategies and skills for comprehending and interpreting texts. 
  Understand how the historical and cultural contexts shape an author’s point of view. 
 Evaluate author’s differing points of view. 
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 Read and comprehend comprehension texts related to social studies. 
 Contribute as responsible citizens and residents of the UAE, to the building of a cohesive 

society that is inclusive of all, while preserving the UAE culture, heritage and traditions. 
 Understand UAE history and culture 

  

 
STANDARDS / BENCHMARKS 

 
 

 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary 

and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information. 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or 

secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over 
the course of the text. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.3 Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; 
determine whether earlier events caused later ones or simply preceded them. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of 
history/social science. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.5 Analyze how a text uses structure to emphasize key points or 
advance an explanation or analysis. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.9 Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in 
several primary and secondary sources. 
 

 P1.1Use appropriate strategies to read and analyze social science tables, graphs, graphics, 
maps and texts. 

 P2.1Apply methods of inquiry, including asking and answering compelling and supporting 
questions, to investigate social scientific problems.  

 P2.2 Evaluate data presented in social science tables, graphs, graphics, maps and texts for 
credibility, considering the origin, authority, structure and context of the information. 

 P2.3Knowhowto find, organize, evaluate, and interpret information from a variety of 
credible sources.  

 P2.4 Use relevant information from multiple credible sources representing a wide range of 
views considering the origin, authority, structure, and context to answer a compelling or 
supporting question. 

 5.1.1 Emerging Global System – Analyze the impact of increased oceanic travel including 
changes in the global system of trade, migration, and political power as compared to the 
previous era.   

 5.1.2 World Religions – Analyze the impact of the diffusion of world religions on social, 
political, cultural, and economic systems. 
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 4.3.3 China to 1500 – Explain how Chinese dynasties responded to the internal and external 
challenges caused by ethnic diversity, physical geography, population growth and Mongol 
invasion to achieve relative political stability, economic prosperity, and technological 
innovation. 

 

 
RESOURCES 

 

 

 HOLT MCDOUGAL WORLD HISTORY 
 MY VISION- CHALLENGES IN THE RACE FOR EXCELLENCE 
 CHROMEBOOKS, SURFACE PRO, LAPTOPS 
 TEACHER’S HANDOUTS 
 FROGOS WEBSITE 
 HOLT WEBSITE 
 STUDY.COM 
 POWERPOINT PRESENTATIONS  
 AUDIO CDS 
 VIDEOS 
 RUBRICS 
 INTERNET SITES 

 

 
COURSE OUTLINE 

 

 

SEMESTER 1: 

HOLT MCDOUGAL WORLD HISTORY 

Chapter’s # Chapter Lessons 

1 Chapter 1: Uncovering the Past 

Section 1: Studying History 
The Big Idea: Historians use many kinds of clues 
to understand how people lived in the past 

Section 2: Studying Geography 
The Big Idea: Physical geography and human 
geography contribute to the study of history 

2 
Chapter 2: The Stone Ages and 
Early Cultures 

Section 1: The First People  
The Big Idea: Prehistoric people learned to 
adapt their environment, to make simple tools, 
to use fire, and to use language 

Section 2: Early Human Migration 
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The Big Idea: As people migrated around the 
world they learned to adapt to new 
environments  

Section 3: Beginnings of Agriculture 
The Big Idea: The development of agriculture 
brought great changes to human society 

4 Chapter 4: Ancient Egypt and Kush 

Section 1: Geography and Ancient Egypt 
The Big Idea: The water, fertile soils, and 
protected setting of the Nile Valley allowed a 
great civilization to arise in Egypt around 3200 
BC 

Section 2: The Old Kingdom 
The Big Idea: Egyptian Government and religion 
were closely connected during the Old Kingdom 

Section 3: The Middle and New Kingdoms 
The Big Idea: During the Middle and New 
Kingdoms, order and greatness were restored in 
Egypt 

Section 4: Egyptian Achievements 
The Big Idea: The Egyptians made lasting 
achievements in writing, architecture, and art 

Section 5: Ancient Kush 
The Big Idea: The Kingdom of Kush, which arose 
south of Egypt in a land called Nubia, developed 
an advanced civilization with a large trading 
network 

 
MY VISION: CHALLENGES IN THE RACE FOR EXCELLENCE 
 

Chapter’s # Chapter Lessons 

1 Chapter 1: The Lion and the Gazelle 

The Lion and the Gazelle 
The Big Idea: Whether you consider yourself a 
gazelle or a lion, you simply have to run faster 
than others to survive 

3 Chapter 3: Leadership 

Leadership 
The Big Idea: We all know what ‘leader’ and 
‘leadership’ mean, but we tend to forget is that 
there are different types of leaders and 
leaderships 

Leadership Qualities 
The Big Idea: When leaders have the ability to 
foresee the future – as well as the road leading 
to it -  they are the best people to fulfil its 
promise 
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4 Chapter 4: Management 

Management 
The Big Idea: Good management requires a 
capable manager 

Management and Leadership 
The Big Idea: Since responsibilities are 
intertwined, there is no clear line between 
leadership and management, and a leader is 
more like a prime manager 

Facilitating and Complicating 
Delegation of power is a way to allow 
managers to allocate more time for 
development, creativity, innovation, leadership 
and increasing productivity 

 

SEMESTER 2: 

HOLT MCDOUGAL WORLD HISTORY 

Chapter’s # Chapter Lessons 

5 Chapter 5: Ancient India 
Section 1: Geography and Early India 
The Big Idea: Indian civilization first developed 
on the Indus River 

6 Chapter 6: Ancient China 

Section 1: Geography and Early China  
The Big Idea: Chinese civilization began with the 
Shang dynasty along the Huang He 

Section 2: The Zhou Dynasty and New Ideas 
The Big Idea: The Zhou Dynasty brought 
political stability and new ways to deal with 
political and social changes in ancient China 

Section 3: The Qin Dynasty 
The Big Idea: The Qin Dynasty unified China 
with strong government and a system of 
standardization 

Section 4: The Han Dynasty 
The Big Idea: The Han Dynasty created a new 
form of government that valued family, art, and 
learning 

Section 5: Han Contact with Other Cultures 
The Big Idea: Trade routes led to the exchange 
of new products and ideas among China, Rome, 
and other lands 

8 Chapter 8: Ancient Greece 
Section 1: Geography and the Early Greeks 
The Big Idea: Greece’s geography and its 
nearness to the sea strongly influenced the 



            Greenwood International School                                           Course Description  

                   Department of Social Studies                                                                      2018-2019 

 

 

7 
 

development of trade and the growth of city-
states 

Section 2: Government in Athens 
The Big Idea: The people of Athens was 
different than modern democracy 

Section 3: Greek Mythology and Literature 
The ancient Greeks created great myths and 
works of literature that influence the way we 
speak and write today 

MY VISION: CHALLENGES IN THE RACE FOR EXCELLENCE 

Chapter’s # Chapter Lessons 

5 

Chapter 5: Decision Making and 
Teamwork 

Teamwork 
The Big Idea: Teamwork is one of the most 
important ways to successfully realize a leader’s 
vision and its goals 

6 Chapter 6: The Banks of the Creek 

The Struggle for survival 
The Big Idea: Although diving for pearls brought 
some relief to the region’s population, it 
involved unbearable difficulty and suffering 

The pearl crisis 
The Big Idea: The crash of the pearl trade in 
Dubai led to mass bankruptcies and 
unspeakable hardship. Yet Dubai’s population 
was so resilient and they managed to survive 
the recession. 

The search for alternatives 
The Big Idea: Dubai diversified its economy 

7 

Chapter 7: Minding the minds The racer and the race 
The Big Idea: The race for excellence calls for 
exceptional participants 

The Big Idea: Women 
There is nothing women lack to prevent them 
from becoming leaders 

9 
Chapter 9: Positive and Negative 
Energy 

Leaders and leadership 
The Big Idea: Motivation fuels excellence in 
people and stirs their positive energy 
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GRADING 

 

 

Grading Policy/ Assessment Tools: 
 

97 ≤ A+  ≤ 100 ( 4.0) 87 ≤ B+ <  90  (3.3) 77 ≤ C+ <  80  (2.3) 67 ≤  D+  <  (1.3) 50 ≤ E < 60 F < 50 (0.0) 

93 ≤ A    <   97  (4.0) 83 ≤ B   <   87 (3.0) 73 ≤ C   <  77  (2.0) 65 ≤ D  < 67 (1.0) NA: Not Applicable 

90 ≤ A-  <    93  (3.7) 80 ≤ B- <  83  (2.7) 
 

70 ≤ C-  <  73  (1.7) 60 ≤ D- < 65 (0.5)  

 
Passing Mark: 60 

 
 

 Assessment Tools:  
 

 Unit tests and assessments may consist of multiple-choice, short answers, inference and deduction, 
oral and written comprehension tasks, critical analysis, fill in the blanks, true and false and mapping 
skills. 
 
PERFORMANCE AREAS (Skills) : 
 
 Communication and social skills  
 Presentation of work 
 Group and individual performance 
 Analyzing primary and secondary sources. 
 Recognizing connections 
 Determining the central idea of a text. 
 Citing specific textual evidence to support different sources. 
 Analyzing data and forming opinions 
 Analyze different events related to history. 
 Determining the meanings of words and phrases. 
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Grade Distribution:  

Semester -1 - Semester -2 - Final Exam 

Assessment Points/Weight Assessment Points/Weight 

Assessment Points/Weight Assessment Points/Weight  
 
 
 

100 

Graded Classwork 20 Graded Classwork 20 

Community Works /  
TED Talks 

5 Community Works / 
TED Talks 

5 

Presentations/Movies 10 Presentations/Movies 10 

Project Based 
Learning/Research 

10 Project Based 
Learning/Research 

10 

Quizzes 25 Quizzes 25 

Mid-Year Examination 30 Final Examination 30 

Total 100 Total 100 

 

 
CROSS-CURRICULAR PROJECT(S) 

 
 

 
- Ignite Competition( Design, Do, Discover) 
- 3 D Model and Research Presentations 

 
 Research Projects are done once per semester and are multidisciplinary and integrated across subjects 

 


